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The new constitution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, adopted unanimously at an ex t raord inary  
sess ion of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR on the eve of the National Holiday to commemora te  the 60th Anniver-  
s a r y  of the Great October Revolution, lives and works.  

The new constitution is the law of life of the developed, mature socialist  society c rea ted  in the USSR, the 
new social  and international community of peoples - the Soviet people. One of its ar t ic les  dec lares :  "The 
Union of Soviet Socialist  Republics is a social is t  people 's  state, express ing the will and interests  of the workers ,  
peasants,  and intelligentsia, the toi lers  of all nations and peoples of the country."  The fur ther  development of 
democracy  in the USSR, the widening of the rights of each cit izen of the USSR to work, to recreat ion,  to health 
care ,  to mater ia l  provision in old age, in the case of illness, and loss of working capacity, to housing, to educa- 
tion, to the enjoyment of the achievements of culture,  to f reedom of scientific, technical,  and ar t i s t ic  creat ivi ty,  
to part icipation in the management of  state and public affairs ,  the discuss ion and adoption of legislation, have 
been ref lected in the new constitution. The last of these items was c lear ly  demonstrated during the p repa ra -  
tion and adoption of the new constitution. As comrade L. I. Brezhnev, General Sec re t a ry  of the Central Commit-  
tee of the CPSU, Chairman of the Pres id ium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, and Chairman of the Constitu- 
tion Commission said in his speech to the sess ion of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, more than 140 million 
people had taken par t  in the public discussion and about400,000 suggestions aimed at clarifying, improving, and 
adding to the draft  formulations,  were received.  The Supreme Soviet, on the recommendat ion of the Constitu- 
tion Commission,  adopted many of these suggestions.  "The discussion of the draft  constitution," observed 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, "has shown once again how st rong and active is the unity of all c lasses  and social  
groups, of all the nations and nationalities, all the generations of Soviet society,  ral lying round the Communist 
Par ty .  H 

An important  step in the real izat ion of the i tems of the new constitution and, in par t icular ,  of ar t ic le  42, 
guaranteeing the right of ci t izens of the USSR to health care ,  was the adoption in October, 1977 of the Decree 
of the Central Committee of the CPSU and the Council of Ministers of the USSR ' on measures  for the fur ther  
improvement  of national health ca re . "  

The right of the Soviet peoples to health ca re  is satisfied at the present  t ime by a State system of health 
care ,  embodying a widely developed network of therapeutic  and prophylact ic  institutions, experienced teams of 
physicians and other  medical  workers ,  and with higher  training and r e s e a r c h  institutes. It will suffice to recal l  
that f ree  medical  aid is provided by 24,000 hospitals,  containing more  than 3 million beds, and 35,000 out-pa-  
tient polyclinics.  A vast  a rmy  of physicians,  numbering 865~000, fights for the life and health of Soviet citizens. 
The total number  of workers  in the health serv ice  exceeds 5.5 million. Despite all the great  advances in this 
field, the Central  Commit tee of the CPSU and Council of Minis ters  of the USSR, considering that care  for the 
health of the Soviet people is a most  important  social task, have ordered  the Minis t ry of Health of the USSR, the 
Councils of Minis ters  of the Unio5 Republics, and other organizat ions to ca r ry  out a comprehensive p rog ram of 
measures  for the fur ther  improvement  of health care  of the population. The new program is impress ive  in its 
completeness  and scale.  In fact, in the course  of a few yea r s  a sharp increase  in the number  of dis t r ic t  phy-  
sicians is envisaged (this means a reduction in the number of adults and children served by one dis t r ic t  phy- 
sician), well equipped polyclinics are  to be set  up in rura l  d is t r ic ts  and in regions of new development, methods 
of rehabili tative t rea tment  will be more  widely used, the protect ion of work will be improved, the network of 
sanator ia  and preventive establ ishments  will be widened, and the output of medical  equipment and drugs will be 
considerably increased. .  

To c a r r y  out this p r o g r a m  and to ensure that the proposed measures  for health care  are  effective, r e -  
search  work must continue on an intensive scale.  The decree  outlines a broad p rog ram of work in this field 
also. In accordance  with the decisions of the 25th Congress of the CPSU the basic direct ions  for the develop- 
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mea t  of  medical  sc ience  were  defined. The p r o g r e s s i v e  development  of  fundamental  r e s e a r c h  into p rob l ems  of 
theore t ica l ,  exper imenta l ,  and cl inical  medicine is p r i m a r i l y  envisaged.  On the bas i s  of  the r e su l t s  of fundamen-  
ta l  r e s e a r c h  new methods of prevent ion,  diagnosis ,  and t r ea tmen t  of  some of the most  widespread  d i s ea se s  will 
be developed. Intensif icat ion of r e s e a r c h  into medical  a spec t s  of protec t ion  of the envi ronment ,  the bas i s  of 
ra t ional  feeding, the s ea r ch  for physiological ly  act ive subs tances ,  and so on, will be intensified. 

All-Union Oncologic and Cardiologtc Centers ,  d i rec t ing the r e s e a r c h  in these  fields throughout the country,  
a r e  now ac t ive ly  functioning. In 1979 an All-Union Resea rch  Center  for ma te rna l  and child health ca r e  will be 
founded. The planning and coordinat ion of scient i f ic  r e s e a r c h  will be cons iderab ly  improved.  The ro le  of c o m -  
bined invest igations under takeu by w o r k e r s  in different  spec ia l t i es  will inc rease .  R e s e a r c h  c a r r i e d  out within 
the f r amework  of internat ional  p r o g r a m s  by sc i en t i s t s  f rom different  countr ies  will r ece ive  a new impetus .  

All the conditions a r e  thus being c r ea t ed  for a fur ther  upsurge in Soviet media l  sc ience.  Scient is ts  of  al l  
spec ia l t ies ,  theore t ica l  and cl inical ,  a re  rece iv ing  f resh  opportuni t ies  for c rea t ive  act ivi ty,  for the study of the 
mos t  profound and complex p rob lems ,  and for the introduction of the i r  ach ievements  into health ca r e  p r a c t i c e .  

Under these  conditions the role  of medica l  journals ,  whose object is to supply the i r  r e a d e r s  with the la tes t  
scientif ic information,  will increase .  

In 1936, I. P. P a r l o r ,  in a speech f rom the t r ibune of the Internat ional  Congress  of Phys io logis t s ,  r e -  
marked  how generous ly  the Soviet State provides  for the development  of medical  sc ience in our  count ry  and how 
much the sc ient i s t  must do to pay off his debt to the Motherland. These  words of the grea t  physiologis t  a re  even 
more  applicable at the p resen t  t ime.  Medical sc ien t i s t s  of our country,  both exper imenta l  and cl inical ,  will do 
everything within the i r  power  to match with the i r  deeds the concern  of the Pa r ty  and Government  for  the develop-  
mea t  of medica l  sc ience in the USSR and will make the i r  own contr ibut ions to the rea l iza t ion  of the basic  p r i n c i -  
ple of soc ia l i s t  soc ie ty  - all  for  the good of mankind, all  in the name of mankind. 
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